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Harvest is hectic! Racing day-
light and rain clouds can be 
seriously stressful! Time 
means money when yields 
are at risk. As a result, har-
vest is the peak season for 
agriculture-related injuries 
and fatalities.  When you’re in 
a rush, it’s tempting to by-
pass simple safety proce-
dures that might slow you 
down. But taking the extra 
time can be a lifesaver.  

Cover Your  “. . .” 
Know the job. Swathers, com-
bines and balers can be ex-
tremely dangerous. Get the 
equipment ready. The majority of 
severe farm tragedies involve 
machinery. Make sure yours is in 
good working condition. Be sure 
pre-season maintenance and 
repairs are handled several 
weeks before harvest. Also make 
sure YOU are in good condition. 
You take pride in your ability to 
work long and hard. You’re happy 
to burn the midnight oil in pursuit 
of a goal – in this case, a suc-

cessful harvest.  The reality 
is that fatigue, drowsiness 
and illness contribute to field 
mishaps. To ensure you’ll be 
around to see the last of the 
grain go into the bin, get 
plenty of sleep. Take regular 
breaks. Wear comfortable, 
closefitting clothing and 
sturdy, protective shoes. 
When you do field work, al-
ways let someone know 
where you are and check in 
regularly. 

Little Person Alert 
Keep children safely away 
from farm machinery, includ-
ing grain transportation 
equipment. Tragedies occur 
far too easily when children 
end up in the path of equip-
ment from which the opera-
tor’s view is restricted.    

Big, Mean, Harvesting Ma-
chines 
Know the hazards. Harvest-
ing equipment is designed to 

Have used grain 
bags you need 
to get rid of?  
See inside of 
newsletter for 
more informa‐
tion for farmers 
wanting to  
recycle these 
used grain bags! 

cut, pull and separate 
things, and it does so very 
effectively. Unfortunately, it 
won’t discriminate between 
you and the crop. Get 
caught in its clutches and 

you could be tangled, 
wrapped, pulled, run over, 
cut up or worse. Learn 
about the dangers ahead of 
time so you can avoid them 
while you’re in the field. 
When you’re working, slow 
down and think about the 
potential hazards of each 
new task before you begin.  

How Quick are You? 
At 1000 RPM, a PTO shaft 
will entangle at four metres 
per second. An average 
measured reaction time on 
an adult male is about 0.2 
seconds. So by the time you 
react to the pull of the PTO, 
it has already pulled you or 
your clothing almost a     
metre. Guards anyone? 
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Start watering trees “in”, to prepare them for the upcoming winter…  

What can you bring to the Waste‐to‐Energy Facility? 

On Friday, August 8, 2014 local Wain‐
wright, Irma, Edgerton and Chauvin 
rural residents who attended the Mu‐
nicipal Rural Routes Supper graciously 
opened up their hearts & wallets to 
directly support the Wainwright and 
District Food Bank.  Total funds raised 
by the people was $631.95.  Pastor 
Dan, who is the front man for the local 
food bank, will be picking up this cash 
from Aimee Leggett, Assistant Agri‐
cultural Fieldman for the M.D. of 
Wainwright. 

Pastor Dan explained that the cash 
money would be used for purchases 
of perishable food for the families 
that use the food bank, such as milk, 
butter and eggs.  
He mentioned 
that the $631.95 
will go a long way 
for the next few 
weeks for these 
items and is 
greatly appreci‐
ated, especially 
with the “Back to 
School” rush of 
kid‐specific 
lunchbox items. 
 
Pastor Dan also 
mentioned that items that they are 
always in need of are dry/ store 
bought goods such as breakfast ce‐
real, cans of fruit & vegetables, chil‐
dren lunch items (such as granola 

bars, fruit cups, and fun treat packs), 
pancake mix & syrup, “side‐kicks” rice/
pasta and “good ol’brown beans”.  
These items are always accepted. 
If you have dry goods you would like to 
share with the Wainwright Food Bank, 
you can drop it off at any of the local 
churches; or Wainwright Value Drug‐
mart, Wainwright Nofrills Grocery or 
Wainwright Co‐op Grocery.  
If you are wanting to support the Food 
Bank, volunteer some time or have 
more questions on how to be involved, 
please give Pastor Dan a call at  
780‐842‐3033. 

Pastor Dan 

With summer flying by, the 
Battle River Watershed Alli‐
ance would like your feed‐
back on what our watershed 
management priorities should 
be... 
The Battle River Watershed 
Alliance has already devel‐
oped recommendations for 
drought and non‐point source 
pollution management, and is 
currently working on recom‐
mendations for riparian area 
management and source wa‐
ter protection.  They want 
your input on what to focus 
on next!  Please go online to 
fill out our quick survey and 
share your thoughts.  You can 
also learn more about water 
protection in your watershed!  
http://
battleriverwatershed.ca/
watershed‐management 
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           ...to reduce winter desiccation and drying out, especially of spruce!       

HANTAVIRUS 
FAQ’s  

Protect Your Family, Hantavirus: 
1.  Keep your house clean by washing dishes and 

cleaning up spilled food immediately after 
cooking.  Store all food, water and garbage in 
metal or thick plastic containers with tight‐
fitting lids. 

2.  Prevent entry into house by securing and clos‐
ing all holes into your home.  Use spring‐
loaded traps baited with peanut butter and 
let the traps work for 2‐3 days.  Place catches 
from traps in a double sealed plastic bag, 
then burn. 

3.  Encourage predators such as cats, which can 
help control rodents naturally.  Cut grass and 
trim brush within 100 feet of the house plus 
move woodpiles, gardens and trash cans to 
the same barrier distance. 

4.  Always wear rubber gloves during clean‐up of 
infested areas and when handling contami‐
nated laundry.  Wash clothes in hot  deter‐
gent water and dry in a hot dryer or hang to 
air dry in sunshine.   Steam clean or shampoo 
cloth furniture.  If rodents have nested inside 
furniture, remove and burn it. 

Business Hours: 
Monday to  
Friday  
8:00 a.m. to  
 5:00 p.m. 
Saturday  
8:00 a.m. to 
 4:00 p.m. 

WASTE TO ENERGY FACILITY 
780-842-4051 

Disposal 
To facilitate disposal wastes should 
be sorted into the following catego-
ries: Tires, Burnables (lumber), Com-
postables (leaves etc.) Metals, Clean 
Concrete, Tree Branches, E-waste 
(t.v’s, computers, printers, fax ma-
chines, etc); and Used Grain Bags! 
 

Hantavirus  infection  is  a  serious,  life‐threatening  illness 
caused by breathing in the virus.  The virus is carried in the 
airborne particles of  rodent urine, droppings or  saliva.    It 
does not cause any  illness  in pets, and  it  is not passed on 
from pets to people, or from one person to another.   
The best protection  against  the  virus  is  to prevent  all  ro‐
dents from entering your home or working spaces; and to 
carefully  clean  and  disinfect  where  they  rodents  have 
been.   
Immediately trap any rodents that get into a home, and be 
careful when  handling  rodent  feces.   When  disposing  of 
rodents  or  droppings  ,  disturb  them  as  little  as  possible.  
Do  not  sweep  or  use  a  vacuum  cleaner which  increases 
dust swirls,  instead soak droppings with disinfectant, then 
place them in a sealed bag and take it to the burning barrel.  
Wear rubber gloves, and rinse them in disinfectant such as 
household bleach when finished when handling potentially 
contaminated material.   People exposed  to high  levels of 
contamination  or  in  spaces  with  little  ventilation  should 
wear breathing masks. 
 
Symptoms: 
If you have the Hantavirus  infection you may  feel  like you 
have  the  flu.    If any combinations of  these  symptoms ap‐
pear,  contact a medical  facility  immediately:   Fever  (101’  ‐ 
104’F), Body aches, Chills or Troubled breathing. 

Nobody likes seeing wads of spent grain bags piling up along county roadsides or blowing 
around in fields; especially farmers!  There is an option for the recycling of used grain bags, that 
farmers should consider.  The Wainwright Waste to Energy Facility accepts used grain bags, however calling 
the facility before loading and transporting of the these grain bags will insure an easier, faster and more 
successful processing of the product.  Call ahead today, Wainwright Waste‐to‐Energy Facility 780‐842‐4051!! 

A farmer’s used grain bag rolls waiting to be recycled. 



Garlic growing is easy, however 
weeding is important, garlic does 
not like competition.  Watering 
and not watering, harvesting on 
time and curing properly are all 
important to producing bulbs 
with good keeping qualities. 
Garlic will grow under a wide 
variety of soil conditions.  It 
prefers free draining loam with 
lots of organic matter. In Al-
berta, most varieties of garlic, do 
best when planted in the fall 
(before freeze-up). The timing of 
fall planting should be such that 
the roots have a chance to de-
velop and the tops do not reach 
the surface before winter. 
Shortly before planting break the 
bulbs apart into cloves. This is 
called “Cracking”. The cloves 
are attached to the basal plate, 
the plate that the roots grow 
from.  When you crack the bulb 
each clove should break away 
cleanly, leaving an intact 
“footprint” on the basal plate.  
Push one clove into the ground, 
2.5”, repeat, then mulch on top 
to protect greens from freezing 
and regulate moisture and soil 
temperature.  The following 
spring, monitor soil moisture, 
watering regularly until the last 
few weeks before harvest 
(August), then do not water.  
(Overwatering results in poor 
keeping qualities.) 

Garlic Planting Tips: 

Reduced Yields 

Impacts on root growth have significant effects 
on yield. Studies have shown that yields are re-
duced when alfalfa is seeded after alfalfa, regard-
less of the waiting period. This yield reduction 
appears to persist every year for the life of the 
stand. Stands affected by autotoxicity appear to 
regrow slower after each cutting. Even when al-
falfa was killed in the fall and reseeded in the 
spring, yields were reduced when compared to 
alfalfa following corn. At the farm level, yield 
reductions from autotoxicity can be more diffi-
cult to recognize than plant density, and are of-
ten attributed to other causes. For maximum 
yield, if the alfalfa is two or more years old, an 
intervening year of an alternate crop is required 
before reseeding to alfalfa. 

Reseeding New Seeding Failures 

The toxins are not present the first year in new 
seedings, so seeding failures or new seeds that 
were winterkilled can be reseeded without an 
autotoxicity effect. This would include a sum-
mer seeding after an unsuccessful spring seed-
ing, or a spring seeding after an unsuccessful 
summer seeding. 

Thickening Old Stands 

It is not recommended that interseeding be done 
to thicken an established alfalfa stand, as this is 
rarely successful. New seedlings often germi-
nate, look acceptable initially, and then die out 
over the summer. Research shows the area of 
autotoxicity influence is a 16 inch radius from 
established plants. This means that a field with 
plant density of less than 0.2 plants per square 
foot (almost nonexistent) would be required be-
fore interseeding could avoid autotoxicity. A 
stand with greater than 1.3 plants per square foot 
will have excessive zone overlapping and a high 
risk of failure. In an emergency situation, thin 
spots can be interseeded with red clover instead. 
Of course, interseeding a stand that is less than 
one year old is acceptable, because there is no 
alfalfa autotoxicity effect. (more information at 
foragebeef.ca) 

Reseeding alfalfa following alfalfa is not a 
recommended practice due to the effects of 
autotoxicity, seedling diseases and insect pests 
that can build up in the old stand. Alfalfa 
autotoxicity occurs when established alfalfa 
plants produce toxins (medicarpin) which re-
duce establishment and growth of new alfalfa 
plants. Autotoxicity can occur when   alfalfa 
is reseeded into an old alfalfa field rather 
than being rotated, or when alfalfa is seeded 
into an existing alfalfa stand to thicken it. 

Germination & Root Growth 

While seed germination and plant density are re-
duced by alfalfa autotoxicity, root growth is even 
more severe. Roots are swollen, curled, discoloured, 
and lack root hairs. Mature plants  appear to be 
more "branch-rooted", rather than "tap-rooted". The 
effects on root growth can significantly impact 
yields. 

Factors Affecting Autotoxicity 

Responses to alfalfa autotoxicity are variable, de-
pending on many factors. The water soluble auto-
toxicity chemicals are more concentrated in leaves 
and stems than in the roots. Removing top growth 
before plowing, and tillage can help reduce the 
autotoxicity effect. Higher temperatures break down 
the toxic compound more rapidly, while rains can 
move them from the root zone. Autoxicity may ini-
tially be more severe on light soils, but lasts longer 
on heavier soils. 

Poor Establishment 

The concept of alfalfa autotoxicity is generally ac-
cepted. However, there is some disagreement on 
what minimum period of time is required between 
killing the old stand (either by plowing or gly-
phosate application) and reseeding. Time is required 
for the toxins to degrade or move out of the root 
zone. Research has shown that while an interval of 
only 2 or 3 weeks is required to eliminate the ad-
verse effects on germination and plants per square 
foot, the potential effects on root development and 
forage yields can persist much longer. 

Alfalfa AUTOTOXICITY 

Alfalfa seed head 


